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Abstract 
A street clown is a beggar who earns money in a different way by wearing a clown 
costume to attract people's attention. The phenomenon of street clowns in 
Palangkaraya is partly due to the poor economy and the lack of jobs. Street clowning 
is not only about poverty but also about earning a living. Street clowns range from 
teenagers to the elderly. The existence of this street clown is an interesting point as 
a research because this is a social phenomenon that occurs in the midst of society. 
The problem formulated in this research is what factors influence the presence of 
street clowns in Palangkaraya city. The research was conducted using descriptive 
qualitative research method, by conducting observations and interviews. The 
research was conducted around Yos Sudarso street, Palangka Raya. Based on the 
analysis of all research data, the factors of the presence of street clowns are family 
economic factors. The economic factor in question is the responsibility of a person 
(street clown) in continuing the search for finances for the family, as a result of 
parents no longer being able to earn money to support life in the family. 
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Introduction 

Street clowning is a new entertainment and phenomenon in the urban area of 

Palangka Raya (Andriany et al., 2023; Dinata et al., 2023; Kristiani et al., 2023; Manuputty 

et al., 2023; Munte & Monica, 2023; Nopitri & Irdayani, 2023; Nursusanti et al., 2022; 

Tamara et al., 2022; Tedy et al., 2023; Veronika et al., 2023). Street clowning is also a new 

form of busking, in which a person wears a costume and mask of a clown character and 

dances along the street or in public places. Street clowns wear clown costumes with 

music speakers, as well as other clown equipment obtained from clown costume 

rentals.  

These street clowns attract the attention of the public by dancing vigorously to 

the rhythm of the music coming from a small speaker in their hand, and this is true in 

almost all the regions that the researcher has searched (Dandi & Veronica, 2023; 

Keristina et al., 2023; Lana et al., 2023; Lumbantobing, 2022; Magdalena et al., 2022; 

Meilan & Mariani, 2023; Munte, Saputra, et al., 2023; Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; 
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Nugrahhu, 2020, 2021, 2022; Nugrahhu et al., 2023; Octaviana et al., 2023; Pahan, 2020, 

2021; PAHAN et al., 2011, 2014; Pahan & Prasetya, 2023; Pernando et al., 2022; Reggina & 

Indriani, 2023; Riska et al., 2023; Salmanezer et al., 2023; D. A. Saputra et al., 2023; E. J. 

Saputra et al., 2023; J. Saputra & Sukarno, 2019; Seruyanti et al., 2023; Sihombing, 2015, 

2019, 2022; Sulistyowati et al., 2021, 2022; Suriani & Betaubun, 2022; Tobing, 2015; 

Trisiana et al., 2023; Wahyudi et al., 2023).  

It is not uncommon for street clowns to be the center of attention because they 

are considered to be funny and interesting entertainment (Anggreni, 2023; Eribka et al., 

2023; Hanriani, n.d.; Inriani, 2021a, 2021b; Melliani, Christian, et al., 2023; Melliani, 

Munthe, et al., 2023; Monica, 2023; Octaviana et al., 2023; Palit et al., 2023; Pengky et al., 

2023; Pramana et al., 2023; Rudie, 2021; Samuel et al., 2023; Seruyanti et al., 2023; 

Siburian et al., 2023; Silipta et al., 2021, 2023; Sopiani et al., 2023). The work of street 

clowns is generally performed by adults to the elderly. 

The lack of jobs makes it very difficult for many people to find work, including 

people who are not educated and the lack of economy in a family (Angellyna, 2021; 

Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; Susila, 2022c, 2022a, 2022b; Susila & Pradita, 2022; Susila & 

Risvan, 2022; M. T. Telhalia, 2017b, 2017a; T. Telhalia, 2016, 2023; T. Telhalia & Natalia, 

2021, 2022; S. Tumbol, 2020; TUMBOL, 2022; S. N. Tumbol & Wainarisi, 2023; Wainarisi, 

2021, 2023; Wainarisi et al., 2022, 2023; Wainarisi & Tumbol, 2022a, 2022b; WK GINTER et 

al., 2009). This leads some people to choose different ways to make a living.  

One of them is street clowning (Langi et al., n.d.; Pongoh, n.d., 2023; Simanjorang 

et al., 2020; Suratinoyo et al., 2019; Triadi, Pongoh, et al., 2022); (Adellia et al., 2023; 

Batuwael et al., 2019; Dandi & Veronica, 2023; Darma et al., 2023; Mukuan et al., 2022; 

Munte & Wirawan, 2022; Netanyahu & Susanto, 2022; Pattiasina et al., 2022; Pongoh, 

2022, 2023; Pradita & Veronica, 2023; Rahmelia et al., 2022; Susanto et al., 2022; Tirayoh 

et al., 2023; Veronica, 2022; Wirawan, 2021; Wirawan et al., 2023). Street clowning is a 

job that many people do because this job is quite easy and light to do.  

Street clowning is also a job that can be said to be a fairly easy job because it only 

sacrifices time, physical energy to dance to entertain people. Being a street clown is not 

an easy job (Fransisko et al., 2024; Hasan et al., 2023; Istiniah et al., 2023; Kurniati et al., 

2023; Magdalena et al., 2022; Manik et al., 2023; Munte, 2022a, 2022b, 2023b, 2023a; 

Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Munte, 2017, 2018a, 2018b, 2021; Munte & Korsina, 2022; 

Peryanto et al., 2023; Putri et al., 2023; Rosen et al., 2023; Sinta et al., 2023; Tekerop et 

al., 2019). With big costumes, heavy headgear, you have to be able to dance 

entertainingly in the hot sun until it gets dark. 

Economic difficulties lead to a phenomenon of street life, where individuals have 

to seek alternate jobs to meet their needs (Apandie et al., 2022; Apandie & Rahmelia, 

2020, 2022; Haloho, 2016, 2022b, 2022a, 2022c, 2023; Haloho et al., 2013; Kristin et al., 

2022; Mariani et al., 2023; Merdiasi, 2013, 2022; Merdiasi et al., 2017, 2022; Merdiasi & 

Kristiani, 2021; Pransinartha, 2022; Pransinartha et al., 2023; Rahmelia, 2020; Rahmelia et 
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al., 2022; Rahmelia, Prasetiawati, et al., 2023; Rahmelia, Prihadi, et al., 2023; Rahmelia & 

Agustina, 2022; Rahmelia & Apandie, 2023; Rahmelia & Prasetiawati, 2021; Sarmauli et 

al., 2022; M. T. Sarmauli, n.d., 2020; S. Sarmauli, 2016; S. Sarmauli & Pransinartha, 2022; 

Sepniwati, 2022; Sriekaningsih et al., 2019; Teriasi et al., 2022; Timan Herdi Ginting et al., 

2022). And, one of these jobs can be becoming a street performer, anywhere.  

However, being a street clown is often faced with various problems or obstacles, 

such as government restrictions, Satpol PP, weather and other road users (Alfianoor et 

al., 2023; Carolina et al., 2023; Erika et al., 2023; Fernando et al., 2023; Jasiah et al., 2023; 

Kristin et al., 2022; Lana et al., 2023; Ligan, 2022; Loheni et al., 2023; Melliani, Christian, 

et al., 2023; Merilyn, 2018, 2020; Muslimah et al., 2023; Pattiasina et al., 2022; Pradita, 

2021; Pradita & Veronica, 2023; Rosen et al., 2023; Sriwijayanti, 2020b, 2020a, 2020c, 

2023; Susila & Pradita, 2022; Triani et al., 2023; Wulan, 2005, 2023; Wulan & Sanjaya, 

2022). The factor of unfavorable weather is an obstacle for street clowns to work and 

affects the financial income. Being a street clown also has a risk, but despite the risk, 

there are still many people who choose to work and make a living as street clowns.  

This phenomenon is a kind of social problem that occurs in the middle of society. 

Apart from being harmful to the individual's health because they spend a lot of time, 

their presence also disturbs the comfort of the community such as road users, security 

officers such as Satpol PP. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD  

The research method is a procedure, process or scientific steps used to obtain 

data for the achievement of research objectives, which means that this activity is also a 

systematic and logical investigation of a phenomenon. In this study using qualitative 

research methods, where this research is descriptive and tends to use analysis. 

Qualitative approach used in researcher research. In a qualitative research approach, 

the author's research emphasizes the researcher as the main instrument. Because the 

researcher is the one who plays an important role in the research. In this study, 

researchers obtained data on the spot in the form of words rather than numbers. The 

relationship between cause and effect is what the author faces in research. Intensive 

(serious) in research is carried out continuously in working to solve problems.  

In general, qualitative research is observing problems in the environment, 

interacting with each other, and researchers must be able to understand the thoughts 

of others in the surrounding life. Researchers must feel the life of street clowns when 

conducting research. Based on this, it is clear that qualitative research encourages 

researchers to conduct research. It is based on something that is experienced. 

Therefore, the researcher used this approach to explore the life of street clowns in 

Palangkaraya City. This research used interview and observation techniques with 1 

street clown in the area of Jalan Yos Sudarso Palangka Raya on September 13, 2023. 
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Observation or can be said by observation. It is a technique that is done by 

watching. Observation is also accompanied by researcher notes to collect a lot of data. 

Observation is also a record of research results by making observations systematically 

by researchers. The savings are not only direct or indirect. Observation efforts only 

require accuracy in research, then accuracy to understand the problem in the study. 

Researchers in conducting this research observation, namely with several tools such as 

a list of notes on small paper, electronic recording devices, namely by using recording 

devices on mobile phones, cameras and also other needs to assist in processing the 

collection of research data in the field. In this case, the researchers observe or observe 

the reality of the life of street clowns in the city of Palangka Raya. 

The researcher's observation in this case is how the life of a street clown feels. 

The researcher's observations were made directly in the field at Yos Sudarso Street in 

Palangkaraya where the street clowns gather. This was done to make it easier for the 

researcher to generate a lot of data. Direct observation can help the researcher in the 

process of data collection, so it is the most appropriate step for the researcher to be 

able to generate data more easily and only make direct observation in the field to see 

the life of street clowns.  

At the research site, the researcher was interested in the area because there 

were many clowns begging in the area. Although there are many street clowns, the 

researcher refused to be interviewed. Of the many street clowns in the area, only 1 

person is willing to be a resource person. Research and observations made with clear 

and detailed words. Qualitative research is research whose results are not obtained 

through statistical procedures or other forms of calculation. The data generated by this 

research is not in the form of numbers, but rather in the form of narratives, descriptions, 

stories, audio documents.  

The reason that underlies the researcher in conducting this observation or 

research is that there are several considerations for the author. First, according to the 

researcher it will be easier and very adaptable especially since there are several multiple 

realities. Researchers use this qualitative application because researchers find the 

results of data in the field in fact or real for researchers in an effort to conduct research 

to go deeper. The involvement of researchers in the production of data promotes 

maximum data results. Researchers who position themselves as the main tool in 

conducting research in the field. The researcher will answer in detail in the process of 

the problem studied as much as possible in observing the life of street clowns in the city 

of Palangkaraya. Therefore, the qualitative method with this type of descriptive 

research will make it easier for researchers in processing the results of the data found 

in the field. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Street Clowns, Informal Workers and Liability 

At this stage of data presentation where the research data obtained in the field 

is by using the first data collection techniques that have been determined, namely 

through observation, interviews, and audio documentation. Researchers conducted 

interviews in presenting data that had been obtained in the field, so researchers could 

present data or describe data that had been obtained from 1 adult who became a street 

clown in the Palangka Raya city area. From the results of research that researchers have 

conducted in the field, data related to factors that influence to become street clowns, 

obstacles to become street clowns, are obtained as in the presentation of data below, 

On the other hand, there are also people who continue to struggle for a financial 

livelihood for their needs. Light and easy work is one way for some people who have 

lost their jobs to do different and unique work, namely to become street clowns. So 

here the researcher will explain the results of observations and interviews conducted 

with street clowns. Based on the results of the interview with Hdkth, the researcher 

asked what prompted Hdkth to become a street clown. Then Hdkth answered the 

researcher's question, Hdkth answered: 

 

“kalo saya sih ajakan dari teman” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/2023 

 

From the results of the answers given by the informants, what encourages him 

to become a street clown is an external encouragement, where the encouragement 

does not come from the individual but from others. Where this encourages the 

individual to take actions that go beyond personal motivation. Furthermore, Hdkth said: 

 

“Ini saya bekerja untuk kebutuhan keluarga” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/2023 

 

The results of the answers expressed by Hdkth, the researcher made a statement 

that the decline in the economy will affect a person to act to do things that can bring 

benefits but on the other hand being a street clown can also have an impact on social 

problems (Andiny, 2020, 2023; Colina, 2016, 2021; Dandung et al., 2022; Darnita & Triadi, 

2022, 2023; Jasiah et al., 2023; Mualimin et al., 2022; Rahmelia, Prasetiawati, et al., 2023; 

Setinawati et al., 2021; Surya, 2020, 2021, 2023a, 2023b; Surya & Setinawati, 2021; Triadi, 

n.d., 2022; Triadi, Pongoh, et al., 2022; Triadi, Prihadi, et al., 2022). Where in the interview 

Hdkth said: 
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“Saya pernah, kami yang sesama badut biasanya bertengkar atau saling memarahi, 

Karena kami ada jam nya untuk bekerja disini biasanya sejam itu berhenti terus 

badut yang lain lagi yang mengganti. Biasanya terjadi karena ada badut lain yang 

mengambil jam nya badut lain gitu” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/2023 

 

In these words, actually being a street clown is not easy, on the other hand, you 

have to be able to sacrifice yourself for the sake of others, even if the income is still 

small or less, but what can be done when the situation does not allow it, as happened 

to Hdkth. Being a street clown does not always look very easy, even if it is an easy job, 

even if it is an easy job, they do not necessarily survive with this kind of work. Hdkth 

went on to said: 

 

“Kalau berniat untuk meninggalkan masih belum ada, akan tetapi ada saja saatnya 

nanti saya berhenti dalam pekerjaan ini” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/ 2023  

 

He further said that: 

 

“Saya gak pernah mengeluh dengan pekerjaan saya, saya punya semangat yang 

tinggi dalam bekerja” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/ 2023  

 

He continued: 

 

“Masalah nya kami ini tidak meminta tapi kami menghibur orang, kalau di beri 

saya bersyukur kalau tidak ya tidak masalah” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StreetClownsInformalWorkersandLiability/2023 

 

So in this teaching, work is something that we cannot avoid, even if the work is 

easy, and no matter how small the results are, we still work. Unemployment is 

something that is not good for us to live in, the view of some people towards someone 

who does not have a job or can be said to be unemployed is a bad thing that should not 

be developed.  

That's why some people choose to work because they don't want to be seen as 

bad by others. Like Hdkth, who is very enthusiastic about working. Even though the 
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income is not much, Hdkth loves his job so much. Actually, unemployment occurs in 

people who lack high enthusiasm for work and are weak in struggle. 

 

Struggle and Self-Awakening 

Being a street clown is still an underrated job for some people. But they don't 

know how to be a street clown. Especially for those who have no education at all, it will 

be very, very difficult to find work. Nowadays, there are many jobs that require 

conditions to be accepted. But what about those who have no education at all? Should 

the government leave them alone or is there a way to help them? However, many 

people choose other jobs that do not require conditions, as is the case with this adult 

man, Hdkth. He chose this job as a street clown because he thought it was something 

easy and easy to do. But even so, he often faces obstacles in doing this job. As Hdkth 

said in the interview: 

 

“Hambatannya biasanya dilarang satpol pp” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/ StruggleandSelfAwakening/2023 

 

In illuminating the content of these words is an obstacle experienced by Hdkth, 

the government should see the condition of small people like this. They do not deserve 

to be eliminated, but how can the government encourage them to choose a decent job. 

As Hdkth said, he said: 

 

“Semoga cepat selesai saja pekerjaan saya yang seperti ini, semoga ada pekerjaan 

lain yang dapat membantu penghasilan saya dari pemerintah” 

 

Hdkth/intrvw/StruggleandSelfAwakening/2023 

 

His words at the time were: 

 

“Kalau berniat untuk meninggalkan masih belum ada, akan tetapi ada saja saatnya 

nanti saya berhenti dalam pekerjaan ini” 

 

Hdkth/www/intrvw/StruggleandSelfAwakening/2023 

 

The subject in this study is even happy to do this job, according to the researcher. 

Entertaining people is the reason for staying in the job as a street clown. We don't know 

what the truth is, maybe he is really happy or just manipulative. On the other hand, 

researchers believe that everyone has their own way to survive. Nominal and income 

cannot be equated with other jobs that get greater benefits and value. Although being 
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a street clown does not bring extraordinary income, we do not know how to be a clown. 

Researchers believe that people with different jobs, such as street clowns, have a high 

sense of gratitude. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of data integration through a series of narratives as part of 

important and primary data, the researcher concludes that the work of a street clown 

is an entertainment way of busking in a different way. Street clowning is a new way of 

busking, where a person wears a clown character costume and mask and dances on the 

street or in public places. The background of the subjects in the study who work as 

street clowns in the Palangka Raya city area from the results of observations and 

interviews, is motivated by external factors and economic factors. The obstacles in 

carrying out these activities are prohibited by the government, namely Satpol PP. The 

Pamong Praja Police Unit is one of the regional apparatuses that carry out one of the 

mandatory government affairs related to basic services in the field of peace, public 

order and community protection. 
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